UTLEY BEGINNER BAND INFORMATION

Dear Elementary Band Parent,

We are delighted that you have decided to enroll your child in our elementary band program for this year.  Since the school year is about to begin, we would like to take this opportunity to go over some last minute details.  Students will not be required to bring their instruments the first day they have band (week of August 22).  However, please make sure the following items have been secured by Monday, August 29 (first day of special beginner band classes at Utley Middle School described below): 

1. Instrument, mouthpiece, reeds, etc. (refer to list of recommended brands and necessary equipment included with this letter)

2. Folding music stand
3. Music book for band class
Essential Elements 2000
4.   Instruments that have been reserved online through The Band Connection will be delivered to Utley MS and given to each student on Monday afternoon at their special beginning band classes.  
If arrangements have not been made to secure an instrument and/or supplies, then please contact either Doug Turner (McKay Music) at 972-240-0074 or Billy Walker (Band Connection) at 214-383-4885.
Beginning Band Classes: 
Utley Middle School Band Hall
In order for each child to receive maximum attention in the initial stages of playing, we have scheduled a series of special beginner classes to be taught by area professional musicians.  Attendance at these classes is vitally important to ensure that each student has a successful start on his/her instrument.  To help cover the expense of these classes, we would like each student to bring $10.00 in cash or check to their first class to cover all one-hour clinic sessions.  Make the check payable to Utley Middle School Band.  The beginner classes will be held in the band hall at Utley Middle School on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday (August 29 – September 2).  The schedule of times is as follows:


Monday, August 29th – Thursday, September 2nd:

4:15-5:15 p.m.------ 
Clarinet, Horn, Trumpet, Percussion
5:30-6:30 p.m.------ 
Flute, Saxophone, Trombone, Euphonium, Tuba, Oboe, Bassoon
Friday, September 2nd:

5:00-6:00 p.m. ------
Everybody Practice!

6:30 p.m. ------
Parent Meeting/Concert @ Utley Cafeteria

Students that have taken several private lessons on their instrument are not required to attend the classes through Thursday.  However, we would ask that all students be in attendance for the Friday activities and our parent meeting/concert.  Make arrangements now to ensure that all ride situations are resolved before our first class on 8/29.  We would ask that if any student cannot attend any of the rehearsals that a parent contact us in advance to let us know of the unavoidable conflict.
As always, should you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact us at any time.

Mr. Shawn Davis

shawn.davis@rockwallisd.org
Mr. John Thomas

john.thomas@rockwallisd.org
972-771-5281 ext. 5206

http://www.utleyband.com
