Utley Middle School
Wolf Bands

2011-2012
Dear Wolf Band Parents & Students,

It is my sincere desire to hope that this letter finds you and your family having a relaxing summer.  You are all invaluable members of our organization.  You work hard during the year and deserve your time to “recharge”.

Mrs. Davis and I have kept busy through our break.  We took a trip to the Austin/San Antonio are for our anniversary trip.  (Mrs. Davis doesn’t want me to admit it but my favorite part was being able to pet a dolphin at Sea World….)  We also visited the Corpus Christi area with some family.  There is an old U.S. Battle Ship called the Lexington there which is now a museum.  It was really cool to learn about the ship’s history and all the people who served aboard the ship over the years.  Somewhere in the middle we did some work on our house and were able to see a couple of Rangers games...

As most of you may know by now Ms. Dunn has moved to a new school for this year.  She has taken a position in the Mesquite I.S.D. and will actually be working with Mrs. Davis at the same school.  She wishes all of us well as we start our new year together.  If you would like to wish her well her contact information is listed on the front page of our web site (utleyband.com).

Mr. John Thomas will be our new associate band director this year.  He is coming to us from Williams.  Mr. Thomas is an awesome teacher!!  We are very lucky to have him as an Utley Band director this year.  He has a lot of cool new ideas/activities we have discussed for this year that I think will be great!  We will all start to learn more about the fun & cool new stuff we have planned for this year at our end of band camp parent meeting/concert.

Yes, it is that time to talk about summer band.  Included with this letter you have a copy of our fight song and school song.  In addition, all Honors Band members should receive an additional song that will be one of our “feature” songs as we prepare for our first performances.  Start practicing these songs now so that you will be ready to work on them at our first practice.  These songs will be the first full band pieces we will work on together this year.  We will perform this music and more at our first performances in September and October.  If your instrument needs surgery, now is the time to take it to the repair shop (McKay or Staley Instrument Repair) before the end of the summer rush happens.  Percussionists need to bring all of their sticks and equipment to their first practice.  The schedule for our summer practices will be as follows:

MONDAY, AUGUST 8TH – THURSDAY, AUGUST 11TH:
2:00-3:30
ALL BRASS
4:00-5:30
ALL WOODWINDS
5:00-6:00

ALL PERCUSSION

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12TH:

12:00-3:30
SWIMMING PARTY & PIZZA PARTY
(all provided by us for having such great rehearsals!!)
4:00-6:00
FULL BAND REHARSAL

6:00

CAMP CONCERT & PARENT MEETING

RHS PAC @ UTLEY MS
All practices will be held in the band hall unless otherwise noted.  Signs will be posted to direct all students and parents to the appropriate areas of the school.  Students are expected to attend as many of these rehearsals as possible.  Start planning now so that all ride situations can be resolved before our first rehearsal on the 8th.  All I ask is that you contact me (Mr. Davis) in advance to let me know if you are going to be absent from any of our camp week. 

Students are not required to bring their instrument to school for the first day of school.  Honors Band will be expected to have all equipment at school and ready for our first in school rehearsal which will be the second day (Tuesday, August 23rd).  Symphonic and Wolf Bands will be instructed when to start bringing their instruments to school.

Please call your private lesson teacher and get started with your lessons if you are not already enrolled.  Should you need any help with this you can contact either myself (Mr. Davis) or Mr. Thomas to help you.  If you need a school owned instrument and do not have one checked out to you from last year, you need to contact Mr. Davis immediately so that you can start practicing.

Please feel free to contact us for any reason at any time.  Remember, you are an important part of our band program.  You are that invaluable piece that without you, our organization would not be the same! 

See you soon!!!

Shawn Davis
& John Thomas


972-771-5281 ext. 5206


shawn.davis@rockwallisd.org


http://www.utleyband.com
john.thomas@rockwallisd.org
