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Reinhardt, Dobbs, & Jones Beginner Bands
Dear Parents & Students,

We would officially like to welcome everyone to the Utley Middle School Beginner Band!  It is our sincere desire that every one of you will someday stand proudly at attention in either the Rockwall High School Golden Wave Band or the Rockwall Heath Mighty Hawk Band.  We intend to fill in those years between now and then with a lot of learning and fun times.    

Please be sure that you secure your child’s instrument and accessories soon if you have not already done so.  Oftentimes, if parents wait until the end of the summer the chosen instrument may not be available.  If you would like to use McKay Music to secure an instrument, please call Doug Turner at (972) 240-0074.  If you would like to use The Band Connection to secure an instrument, please call Billy Walker at (214) 383-4885.  There will be other representatives who will be able to help you if these gentlemen are unavailable.  However, please feel free to leave them a message as well.  Students playing school owned instruments will receive their instruments on the first day of beginner band master classes (8/29).  At that time we will send home information regarding the school owned instrument rental fee.  THE LAST DAY TO SECURE AN INSTRUMENT TO REMAIN IN BAND FOR THE YEAR IS MONDAY, AUGUST 29TH!  Any student who has not acquired their instrument and supplies by then will be moved into another elective choice.  
Mr. Shawn Davis (Dobbs Band, Reinhardt Brass, & Jones Woodwinds/Percussion), and Mr. John Thomas (Reinhardt Woodwinds/Percussion & Jones Brass) will be your teachers as we kickoff our first weeks of learning to play our new instruments.  We are all eager to see you again and to get started.  If you know someone who is interested in band but did not select an instrument in May, please let them know that they can still be in band and have them contact the front office at your school as soon as possible.  They will make sure that they are put into our band class for the first day of school.  The Utley Middle School Beginner Bands will be participating in many new and exciting activities this upcoming year.  Mr. Davis and Mr. Thomas will talk to you more about the fun stuff we have planned after school has started.

Also, for those of you who just can’t wait to get started and are exited to get as much out of your new instrument as possible… please consider the option of taking private lessons on your instrument:

*Private lessons allow every child to move at an optimal pace because they are structured to his/her individual needs.

*Private lessons may offer insights and experiences on a musical instrument that are not available in a classroom setting.

*Private lessons can make the difference!  Many parents worry about their child being involved in a new school setting without the benefit of being in a healthy group activity.  Band is a great activity!  Private lessons can help your child become successful in band.

Parents and students interested in starting private lessons for their students can go to our web site (utleyband.com) and click on the lesson link at the top of the page.  You can download a list of approved lesson teachers for all of our schools.  Contact the appropriate teacher immediately to ensure a spot in their studio.  The band directors will also send home more information about our private lesson program when school starts.
Again, we are very excited about our band!  We met some wonderful students and parents that we are excited to see again in the fall.  Have a fun and restful summer and we will see you again in August!  Students do not need to bring their instrument on the first day of school.  We will tell the students when the first day will be that they need to bring their instruments.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at any time.  Since we are on multiple campuses email is the best way to get in touch with us.  We check our messages often and will respond to any questions that you may have as soon as possible.
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See you soon!!!

Shawn Davis, shawn.davis@rockwallisd.org
John Thomas, john.thomas@rockwallisd.org
972-771-5281 ext. 5206

http://www.utleyband.com
